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JUNE 2002
GREAT PRESS
Did everyone see the “Amazing Caves” article in Parade magazine on June 23rd? And what timing – perfect
for the high season! For a complete listing of the caves that were visited and the rating scheme, go to
www.parade.com.
BROCHURES
How is everyone’s supply of Caves and Caverns? They are still available in any quantity. Does your local
Chamber of Commerce need any? How about state welcome centers? Call or email the NCA office if you
need to replenish.

NEW MANAGEMENT
Faced with closing Wyandotte Cave due to the state budget shortfall, the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources is contracting this year with a commercial cave management company to conduct tours and
manage the facility. Wyandotte Cave, LLC, Marengo will assume operation of cave tours in May 2002.
Wyandotte Cave, LLC, Marengo’s principals are Gordon Smith, Marengo Cave, IN and Diamond Caverns, KY
and Timothy Grissom, Ohio Caverns, OH. Gordon and Tim must be in competition with Steve Fairchild for
acquisition of caves!
HAPPENINGS
Rho Lansden, Lost River Cave and Valley, KY reports the cave was the host of three high school proms this
spring. Rho feels these events help develop interest in cave conservation for future generations.
Sea Lion Caves, OR is celebrating it’s 70th anniversary this August. Hod Johnson, GM, invites everyone to
check out their website – it has current weather information, updated pictures of beautiful Heceta Head
Lighthouse and complete cave info.

Howe Caverns, NY celebrated their 160th anniversary on May 22. Along with their Inaugural History tour,
Howe hosted a wine and cheese reception and as their special guest, a modern-day Millicent – the cow Lester
Howe credited with his great find. By all accounts, the guests were very “mmmoooo-ved”!
Kiz Burd, Woodward Cave, PA sent a calendar with an entire season’s worth of activities at the cave and
campground. Square dancing in the cave and the bat conservation program are highlights.
NATIONAL EXPOSURE
On May 29, the CBS Morning Show aired a travel segment featuring the state of Kentucky. Featured along
with the horse and bourbon industries were both Mammoth Cave and Diamond Caverns.
NEW CALENDAR
Judy Turilli and the Missouri and Arkansas Caves Association have published a great calendar that features
the various caves of both states. It includes a “Cave Explorer Program” where kids can visit seven caves and
earn a patch. It looks like a great retail item.
CONVENTION 2002
Jean and Blaze Cunningham, Crystal Cave, WI, our hosts for this year’s annual meeting, have been busy all
winter, planning for our arrival in October. If you haven’t already done so, make your hotel reservations early,
as the St. James Hotel has limited availability. The number for the hotel, which is in Red Wing, MN, is 651388-2846. The dates for this year’s convention are October 1-4. If you need Jean and Blaze for meeting
information, they can be reached at 1-800-236-CAVE or 1-715-778-4414. You’ll probably be talking to Jean as
it’s hard to get Blaze off the tractor this time of year!
SOUTHEAST TOURISM CONFERENCE
The Federal State Tourism Summit promises to be a groundbreaking conference bringing together professionals from all
facets of the travel & tourism industries from both the private and
public sectors. The conference is being sponsored by the
Southeast Tourism Society, The Kentucky Tourism
Development Cabinet and The Greater Louisville Convention &
Visitors Bureau. Mammoth Cave National Park Superintendent,
Ronald Switzer is credited for the concept. Now more than ever
many of our state and national parks are striving to develop strong working relations with the tourism industry.
Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know your neighbors from the other side. I for one won’t miss it.
The conference will be held on Sept. 4 - 6, 2002 at The Galt House Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. Registration
information: www.southeasttourism.org, then click on the Summit Logo or call 770-977-7991.
Hope everyone has a great season!

